THE  RISE  TO   POWER               43

on the stage, had largely disappeared from it, and
Thomas More, who was to impress him with his
culture and humanity, had not yet come upon
the scene. The Court was, therefore, rather a
. background than a stage for Wolsey at the present
time. Foxe seems to have been disappointed in
his character and influence on the King, and
others were nursing a hatred that would one day
break out like a rash ; but probably most of them
were biding their time to see which way the cat
was going to jump. Although Wolsey must have
made a formidable enemy at this time, he was a
most desirable friend at Court; and whereas his
ambitions up to now had been centred upon
himself, a time might come when he would climb
to a position where they might become centred
in others.

At the present time, however, fate was opening
up avenues on every side that would admit him
to increased power ; and a move was on foot on
the Continent that was going to prove him as
able a schemer as he was an administrator. For
England, after the war of plunder which had
culminated in the conquest of Tournai and the
sack of Therouenne, had withdrawn from the
Continent; and Wolsey, who had never for-
gotten the lessons he had learnt from Henry VII
of preserving peace in order to strengthen the
nation at home, had declined to spend the winter
in a foreign land. The King had therefore
returned with him ; and England became more